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Abstract: From a range of different perspectives and taking a cross-disciplinary angle, these contributions illustrate
how the deep and fast-paced transformations tied to the development of new technologies have created
opportunities but have also made for scenarios that pose new challenges for researchers when it comes to our
freedoms, liberties, and obligations and the duty to protect the vulnerable. As a result of these changes, we are now
confronted with critical issues making it necessary to rethink personal identity, security, and privacy, as well as to
cope with “technological vulnerability” and inequalities rooted in the technological divide, and to accordingly
work out the meaning of autonomy and freedom of choice.
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